




UpToDate Promotes Shared 
Decision Making
Patients are taking a more active role in their 
medical care, and clinicians are increasingly 
looking for trusted sites to refer them to for 
more information. UpToDate offers hundreds 
of free patient information topics and provides 
clinicians with convenient tools for sharing this 
information with their patients. 

With UpToDate for Patients, patients gain the 
confidence to ask the right questions and 
acquire the knowledge to make medical deci-
sions in partnership with their doctors. They 
become empowered to articulate their needs, 
share in the decision making and follow pre-
scribed treatments. Everybody wins as both  
clinicians and patients are “reading off the 
same playbook” when it comes to making  
important decisions. 

Easily share information with 
patients: UpToDate provides tools 
for printing and emailing topics.

Visual elements support patient 
education: Our patient information 
includes hundreds of photos, charts 
and images to support patient 
education.

In-depth and current: Each patient 
information topic covers all of the 
important aspects of a condition.

P A T I E N T Sempowering

6



www.uptodate.com    |    Tel: +31 79 3716143    |    Email: international@uptodate.com

UpToDate widget

Patient Education
When your patients are looking for more 
information, why not refer them to a resource 
you already trust? UpToDate for Patients 
(www.uptodate.com/patients) offers free  
access to current, in-depth and unbiased 
content specifically written and peer-reviewed 
by the same group of clinicians who write our 
professional-level information.

You can make it easier for patients to access 
UpToDate by adding the UpToDate for Patients 
search widget to your website. This will en-
able your patients and their families to:

	 •	Learn more about a medical condition

	 •	Better understand management and 	 	
		  treatment options

	 •	Share in the medical decision making 	 	
		  process with their healthcare providers

“Our goal for our website is to provide useful health information that patients 

and their families can use to be proactive in their own healthcare,” said Shawn 

Mawhiney, Director of Communications at the William W. Backus Hospital in 

Norwich, CT. “UpToDate for Patients, with its wealth of new and accurate health 

information, is one of the tools we use to accomplish that.”

To learn more about UpToDate’s 
patient information program, visit 
www.uptodate.com/patients/refer.
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About UpToDate

UpToDate was founded in 1992 by Burton D Rose, MD and Joseph Rush, MD, with a  

mission to provide clinicians with the best medical information available to care for their 

patients. Dr. Rose, a leading author of textbooks for physicians and Clinical Professor of 

Medicine at Harvard Medical School, was concerned about how quickly the information in 

books became outdated. Together with Dr. Rush, a medical doctor and systems designer, 

he developed UpToDate.

UpToDate is now one of the world’s most trusted clinical information resources, used in 

over 145 countries and in thousands of hospitals throughout North and South America, 

Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia. UpToDate’s topic reviews are authored and edited by a 

faculty that includes specialists from around the world.

UpToDate is part of Wolters Kluwer Health, a leading provider of information and business 

intelligence for students, professionals and institutions in medicine, nursing, allied health, 

pharmacy and the pharmaceutical industry. Wolters Kluwer Health is a division of Wolters 

Kluwer, a leading global information services and publishing company.
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